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Kind regards,
POLMED

*Please use the latest browser to view the Electronic Vaccination 
Data System (EVDS).
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SAFE
PROTECT SOUTH AFRICA

IF YOU ARE OVER 12+ YEARS OLD, 
REGISTER AND GET VACCINATED NOW!

COVID-19 Public Hotline: 0800 029 999
WhatsApp Support Line: 0600-123456

https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/#/

UPDATE:
NATIONAL COVID-19
VACCINATION SCHEDULE:
Additional booster dose for
beneficiaries 18 years and older
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As COVID-19 cases rise once again around South Africa and the more infectious
COVID-19 Omicron subvariant XBB.1.5 aka 'the Kraken', spreads rapidly, vaccination
remains an important prevention strategy. At the time of the writing of this piece, there
were 6624 active cases on 25/01/2023 (1), an approximate 17% increase from the previous week (19/01/2023) (2).

The National Department of Health (DoH) has announced broadened categories of adults who can receive additional COVID-19 
booster shots. 

As of 30 January 2023, the following individuals are eligible to receive an additional COVID-19 booster vaccine (3) (provided that there 
are no contra-indications):
• Adults (18 years and older) where at least 180 days have elapsed since they received their last COVID-19 vaccination
• Adults (18 years and older) who are registered on the EVDS as being immunocompromised, where 180 days have elapsed     
 since their previous booster dose

Schedule for adults 50 years and older: Updated on 30 January 2023

Primary Schedule

First dose Second dose Third dose Fourth dose
Minimum of
180 days interval 

Fifth dose

Booster doses

Schedule for 18-49 years: Updated on 30 January 2023

Primary Schedule

First dose Second dose Third dose
Minimum of
180 days interval 

Fourth dose

Booster doses

Where available, the additional booster dose should be administered using the Cominarty® (Pfizer) vaccine (3). However, the 
Janssen® (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 vaccine may also be used if the Cominarty® vaccine is unavailable or if the person prefers 
to receive the Janssen® COVID-19 vaccine (3).

The schedule for adolescents (12 - 17 years) will remain unchanged (3) i.e. no further booster (after two shots) is recommended as they 
are at low risk of severe disease.

From 09th December 2021, all children 12 years and older are eligible to receive two doses
of Comirnaty® (Pfizer) vaccine 42 days apart.

Furthermore, the DoH has updated the EVDS to accommodate the revised schedule, and vaccinators are reminded that all adminis-
tered doses must be correctly recorded on the EVDS (3). 

Please note further that POLMED reimburses COVID-19 vaccinations from Risk and not your OOH benefits.
Active vaccination sites can also be found on the government's Find My Jab website (https://findmyjab.co.za).

DISCLAIMERS: This bulletin is intended to provide a high-level overview of pertinent medical issues or topics. Whilst e�orts are made 
to ensure that content is up to date and reference links active at the time of publication, given the rapid pace at which new evidence 
is being updated, Medscheme cannot guarantee the relevance of content following distribution of this document or accessibility of 
external reference links. This document is intended only as a source of information update and is not an expression of Medscheme’s 
policy recommendations.
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